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THE THEATRES. 


The theatres this week have been crowded 
to excess; Drury LANE so much so, that 
many hundreds have been obliged to return 
home nightly without being able to gain admit- 
tance. The pantomime—which for splendour 
of scenery and tricks hasnever been equalled— 
works in the best possible manner, and 
affords immense amusement. Amongst .the 
splendid scenery there is one—a dazzling 
scene, designated in the bills as “The 
Retreat of the Fairies in the Regions of 
Blue Bells and Wild Flowers.” Here is a 
subject in which Mr. Beverley revels, and we 
have the result in a most beautiful combina- 
tion of form and colour—beds of ferns, from 
which spring graceful nymphs, bowers that 
disclose angelic creations, and trees from 
whose pendant branches and massive trunks 
issue radiant beings, who float on the sun- 


beams, until the air seems peopled with life 
and loveliness. The pantomimists, who exert 
themselves in the most praiseworthy manner, 
appear to be more at home in the comic 
scenes than usual. Boleno, the Clown, pos- 
sesses a rich vein of comic humour, and is 
quite an adept in seeing all the tricks exe- 
cuted with dexterity. Milano and St Maine, 
Harlequins, are both stars of the first magni- 
tude, and are excellent models for the rising 
geueration of pantomimists. Madame Boleno, 





the first in her line as a Columbine, is both 
agile and graceful as a dancer, and who is 
nightly applauded by the admirers of her art, 
The Delevanti family are a great acquisition, 
and the pantomime is destined to have a long 
run—The HaymMArRKET Pantomime has 
some beautiful scenery in it. The first 
tableau is a tastefully painted ‘“ Sea-weed 
Cavern ;” the third, ‘The Enchanted 
Forest,” in which Sir Hulbrand (Mrs. 
Leclercq) has a stand-up fight with a whole 
army of scaly fiends, The fourth tableau is 
laid in the “ Abode of the Water Spirits,” 
and gives the opportunity for a very pleasing 
ballet by Undine (Miss Louise Leclercq), 
Translucia (Miss Fanny Wright), and a bevy 
of their fair companions, in selecting whom 
Mr. Buckstone has evinced his usually correct 
taste in female beauty. The “ Hall in Ring- 
stetten Castle,” which follows, introduces a 
pageant, in which the Lady Bertalda (Miss 
Fitzinman) is started in search of her lover 
on the most comical of possible hobby-horses. 
The tableaux—‘“ The Silver Lake by Moon- 
light,” and “ The Hall of Bulrushes ”—are 
admirable works of scenic art, and worthily 
lead to the pictorial and mechanical climax in 
the -“ Translucent Temple of White Sea 
Horses,” a glorious transformation scene of 
the modern school, most poetically imagined 
and ingeniously carried out. So unanimous 
and cordial was the expression of admiration 
for the splendid scene, that Mr. Buckstone 
and Mr. F. Fenton were called to receive the 
hearty plaudits of the house.—At Covent 
GARDEN the Pantomime has been got up in 
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a manner deserving of great credit, consider- 
ing the short time allowed to put it together. 
Mr. Nelson Lee has concocted the principal 
comic scenes. Mr. Beverley has painted 
‘A Fairy Garden ” scene of the most exqui- 
site beauty. “The Temple of Fancy,” in 
which the transformation takes place, is a 
gorgeous and dazzling specimen of scenic 
illustration. Mr. Flexmore is Clown, and 
sings a comic song, composed for him by Mr. 
James Bruton, entitled “ Flexmore’s Funny 
Family.” Barnes is Pantaloon; Payne, jun., 
Harlequin; Miss Clara Morgan, Columbine; 
and Mr. W. H. Payne, the Baron, We 
need not comment upon the merits or exer- 
tions of the above names, who are so well- 
known as regards their ability—We gave a 
short sketch in our Jast number of the New 
ADELPHI as regards the house, and now as 
to the performance. Of the inaugural per- 
formances we can speak, generally, in favour- 
able terms. The opening piece, written by 
Messrs, E. Yates and H. Harrington, is 
entitled “Mr. Webster's Company is re- 
quested at a Photographic Soiree.” Being 
merely intended as a vehicle for introducing 
the company to the public on the New 
Adelphi boards, it will be unnecessary to say 
much more than that it attained in a very 
pleasant manner the object for which it was 
intended. Mr. Webster appears seated in 
the centre of his new stage, where, overcome 
by fatigue, he has fallen asleep. Memory 
(Mrs. A. Mellon) awakes him, and shows 
some ae tableaux of the former glories of 
the old Adelphi, from “ Victorine,” “The 
Wreck Ashore,” and Jack Sheppard.” 
Mr. Webster then summons his company 
and presents to her, in succession, Miss 
Mary Keeley, Mrs. Billington, Miss Arden, 
Miss Kelly, Mrs, Chatterley, Mr. Billing- 
ton, Mr. Selby, and Mr. Paul Bedford, 
who made his appearance in a private 
box; and, lastly, Mr. J. L. Toole, the new 
comedian, who, in the absence of Mr. Wright, 
has taken his place in the corps dramatique. 
The popular favourites were received with 
flattering demonstrations of welcome. The 
harlequinade, supported by Mr. Hildebrand 
as Harlequin, Mr. Croueste as Clown, Mr. 
Lupino as Pantaloon, Mr. Le Barr as Fop, 
and Miss Jenny Hayman as Columbine, kept 
up the pantomime with spirit, and the cur- 
tain falls amidst universal satisfaction.—At 
the Srranp, the new extravaganza of 
** Kenilworth ; or, ye Queene, ye Earle, and 
ye Mavdenne.” Whatever success it achieved 





was entirely attributable to the excellence of 
the acting, and the richness and beauty of 
scenery, dresses, and appointments. The 


| scenery, which is painted by Messrs. Cal- 
| cott and Broadfoot, shows a richness of co- 


louring and an elegance of design which are 
alike indicative of the skill, taste, and in- 
dustry of the artists. The opening scene, 
by Mr. Broadfoot, “ A Chamber at Cumnor 
Place,” is an elaborate work of art, and ex- 
cited an admiration which was only diverted 
from it when Miss Swanborough appeared, 
and commanded atttention by the attractive- 
ness of her person and the elegance of her 
toilette. When she threw off her long cloak, 
and proclaimed herself the Earl of Leicester, 
there was a murmur of approbation, which 
soon swelled into loud and prolonged ay- 
plause. The audience, too, was warmed into 
enthusiasm when she sang, with Miss M. 
Oliver (Amy Robsart), a duet from 
* Martha,” in imitation of Mr. Harrison and 
Miss Lonisa Pyne. Both ladies looked and 
acted with much grace, and both were en- 
titled to the reception which they received. 
Miss Saunders, who made her first appear- 
ance under the present management, sus- 
tained that reputation for effective burlesque 
acting which had preceded her from Dublin. 
Her dance with Miss Marie Wilton was an 
exquisite piece of drollery, and the two ladies 
fairly divided the honours between them. 
Mr. J. Clark (Varney), and Mr. Bland 
(Wayland Smith), must be distinguished for 
the praiseworthy efforts which they made to 
impart a comic element to the parts that 
were entrusted to them. ‘The piece is by 
Messrs. Andrew Halliday and Frederick 
Lawrence. The house continues to be well 
attended. 





THE SOHO THEARTE. 

On Wednesday last we determined to 
devote the evening to the observation and 
enjoyment (as it fully turned out) of Mr. 
Mowbray’s new pantomime. The entire per- 
formance consisted of Kotzebue’s “ Stranger,” 
and ‘Harlequin Master Walter; or, The 
Hunchback Nunkey and the Little Fairies.” 
The play was very well put upon the stage, 
and the part of the misanthrope capitally de- 
lineated by Mr. E. T. Evans, a gentlernan 
who is known to fame as a good and sound 
actor. He was very ably seconded by Mr. 
Franklyn, as Francis ; whilst Mr. Griffiths’s 
acting was highly humorous and quaint as 
Solomon. Count Wintersen and Baron 
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Steinfort found able representatives in Mr. 
Lloyd Thorpe and Mr. F. J. Preece. The 
heroine (Mrs. Haller) fell into the hands of | 
Mrs. J. W. Sims ; but, without the least de- 
sire to offend that really talented and clever 
lady, let us respectfully say that, although her 
performance was by no means discreditable, 
nor her idea of the character at all badly con- 
ceived, it was far removed from her proper 
forte, which is comedy; and in this walk -she 
is inimitable. Miss Sinclair acquitted herself 
very tastefully as the Countess Wintersen, 
which she rendered in a lady-like manner. 
The play appeared to give the audience 
general satisfaction. 

The pantomime followed, and, in the fullest 
sense of the term, successfully. We must 
not omit to congratulate Mr. Mowbray on the 
achievement of a success in this especial re- 
gard that we were really unprepared to wit- 
ness. In the first place, we should imagine 
that the dimensions of the Soho Theatre must 
offer the most serious and unconquerable ob- 
stacles to the efficient production of a panto- 
mime ; but, to our surprise, and the delight 
of his numerous patrons, its lessee appears to 
have taken these impediments into his able 
grasp and scattered them—even as victoriously 
as Coriolanus did the Volscians at Corioli. 
The burlesque portion of “ Harlequin Walter” 
is no less excellent and varied in its plot (an 
amalgamation of the “Children in the Wood” 
and ‘* Richard the Third,” very much altered), 
than it is full of pith and moment. Mr. 
Mowbray, who is the author of this portion 
of the pantomime, has been particularly happy 
in his invention, The puns, which are plenti- 
fully scattered, savour of hard hits at the 
most notable ‘and recent events; and here 
and there he has sprinkled his production 
with the true Attic salt. It would be invidi- 
ous were we to praise one lady or gentleman 
engaged in the burlesque more than another ; 
for they all endeavoured alike to please their 
audience, which was not at all backward in 
testifying satisfaction. Mr. Shirley and Mr. 
Lloyd Thorpe (the latter gentleman an ex- 
cellent vocalist) kept the house in a continued 
roar of laughter as Sir Rowland Crosspatch 
and Mr, Oliver Burch, We must express 
ourselves to the same effect with regard to 
Miss Helen Love, as Johnny, “a naughty 
boy ;” Miss Clara Nichol, as Jenny, “a 





romping Miss, almost as bad as her brother;” 
and Miss Percival, as Josephine. Miss Julia 
Norton acted with much spirit as Walter, 
and sung the parodies allotted to her capitally. | 


This lady has an excellent voice. We must 
give no less praise to the clever little corps 
de ballet, the principal of whom are the Misses 
Permata, who dance with a spirit and an 
effect quite pleasing. We must congratulate 
Messrs. Hartley and Mounser upon the gene- 
ral effect of their clever and tastefully-painted 
scenery, the “Golden Realms of Sunny 
Land” in particular, in which one of the 
prettiest possible effects is produced. The 
dresses, too, are all exceedingly good and ap- 
propriate ; in fact, in every department the 
greatest care and the best taste has been 
exercised. It would be a work of immense 
labour were we to attempt to detail the great 
amount of fun and humour, and the many inci- 
dents which are crowded into the harlequinade. 
It is full of quips and jokes, which are produc- 
tive of the most hilarious mirth. As for 
the pantomimists, we believe we are perfectly 
justified in saying that they are at least one 
of the cleverest companies in London. Mr. 
George Beckett, the Clown, is inimitable. 
He can sing “ Hot Codlings,” dance, crack 
jokes, and give you a quantum suffcit of 
gymnastics with the most perfect ease and 
celerity. The Harlequin of Mr. Harry 
Matthews is everything that could be wished ; 


so also is the Columbine of Miss Westland. 


This lady and gentleman are excellent dancers 
and pantomimic attitudinarians, The effect 
of these clever artistes is further increased by 
the very able Sprite of Mr. Clark, and the 
most amusing Pantaloon of Mr. Douglas. 
We must not close this short notice without 
acknowledging the efforts of Mr. Gough, the 
composer and arranger of the music, who, 
with his confreres, executed their part with 
very creditable ability. Altogether, the Soho 
pantomime must be pronounced a substantial 
success—in fact, as one of the most success- 
ful pantomimes of the season; and those who 
do not go to witness it will lose a decided 
treat, which could not fail to please than in 
precisely as similar a manner as it has done. 
B. W. W. 





Mr. anp Mrs. Howarp Pauvt, who have been 
performing at Birmingham with immense suc- 
cess, re-appear in London on Monday, at the St 
James’s Hall, with an improved version of their 
their popular comic and musical ‘ Patchwork.” 

Eeyetian Haui.—Mr. Albert Smith is already 
as much at home in China as he was on Mont 
Blane, and all his points appear to be equally as 
well appreciated by the audience. Having so 
recently noticed his new entertainment, itis need~ 
less to do more than to announce that throughout 
Christmas week crowds have honoured him. with 
their preseuce at his morning and evening sotrees. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





LANGLEY.—The poetry shall appear the first oppor- 
tunity. 

Mattuews.—It was quite impossible we could attend 
the Institution on Boxing Night. 

Quaver.—Mr. Balfe opened the English Opera 
House, now the Lyceum, in the year 1841. 

Fiuto.— The late Mr. Braham made his first appear- 
ance at Drury Lane, in the year 1796. 

S. Coomss.—Mr. Macready was born in the year 
1793. He is in his 65th year. 

A Cirizen.—Did Mr. Nelson Lee ever perform ?— 
Yes, at the Surrey Theatre, in a pantomime, called 
“The Fish and Ring. 

PantTomimMe.—Shall you give a list of the Harlequins, 
— Pantaloons, and Columbines, as last year ? 
—Yes. 


*,* The publication of our Annual Theatrical Re- 


trospect, by B. W. W., is unavoidably postponed 
until our next issue. 
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TO OUR READERS. 

Tt has been our custom every year to ad- 
dress a few words to our readers and the 
public in general for the increased patronage 
we have met with. To flatter them and to 
take additional credit to ourselves is not in 
our nature; for we consider, as public jour- 
nalists, it is our duty to furnish our readers 
with all the information we possess at the 
shortest notice, and to be grateful to them 
for the favours we receive in giving their 
support to a work which has now reached 
the nineteenth year of its publication, being 
now the oldest on record except “Cham- 
bers’s Journal.” When we look at our nine- 
teen volumes, we feel somewhat surprised, in 
opening them, to find the mass of dramatic 
information we have been able to scrape to- 
gether from various sources ; and when we 
look back and call to mind the midnight 
hours we have been kept from our downy 
pillow to write a notice of a new piece, or 
our opinion of the first appearance of a new 
actor, &c., &e.—to get copy ready for our 
printer, so that we may give our readers the 
early information they are led to expect—we 
are surprised that our mind and body has 


| been able to bear the immense fatigue which 
| Providence has been pleased to bestow upon 
us, and which we ought to be and are grate- 
ful for for so great a blessing; but as our 
immortal Bard has wisely written, we will 
quote his words and say— 


“ The labour we delight in 
Physics pain.” 

We can only say we are obliged for past fa- 
vours to the public, to the managers of 
theatres, to all the officials belonging to the 
various places of amusement, for their ur- 
banity and kindness to us, not forgetting 
our numerous correspondents—particularly 
B. W. W., who has contributed largely, and 
we hope satisfactorily to our readers, and be- 
neficially to our pages. 





PANTOMIMES AND PANTO- 
MIMISTS. 


(Continued from page 412.) 


Ii may possibly be within the memory of 
some of our readers that, under the head of 
“Our Barbarous Delights,” in the course of 
the year 1555, we devoied a series of articles 
to the consideration of these and like danger- 
ous practices, which, by the consent of the 
respected Ediior of this Jourual, appeared in 
these columns.* In ihe articles we endea- 
voured io prove the unnecessary risks to 
which trapezians, vaulters, aéronauts, mimes, 
acrobats, aud others incessantly subject 
themselves. These articles also called 
forth several letters from two correspon- 
denis — “$.” aud “A ‘Trapezian” — the 
first supporting our argument, and the lat- 
ter being brought to acknowledge the cor- 
rectness of our views. J*rom the letters of 
“A 'Trapezian,” and from observation, we 
thoroughly believe that the fault of these 
daugerous exploits does not altogether lay 
with his class, but is a morbid appetite which 
a very large number of the public possess for 
the exposition of the marvellous. ‘Chis is in- 
coutestibly proved by the readiness with which 
a theatre or circus. is crowded to witness a 
Platt risk his life, and (occasionally) sacrifice 
it. Lut we have already exceeded our 
limits, and, in conclusion, will therefore simply 
remark, that we should like to see that por- 
tion of the public who go to witness these 


* See Vol. XVI. of this Journal, Nos. 791, 792, 796, 
800, and 804 (by “B. W. W.”); Nos. 793, 799, and 
803 uf “S."); Nos. 798 and 802 (by “A ‘Trape- 
zian.”) | 
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dangerous exploits grow more sensible, and | public I confidently appeal, as having onal 


combine with their sense of enjoyment the 
common sense attributes of mercy aud pro- 
priety. Poor Platt is in his grave, a badly- 
paid member of a dangerous profession; his 
wife and children are left destitute, or depen- 
dent on eleemosynary aid, and—the public 
are to blame for this sad calamity ! 
B. W. W. 





ST. JAMES’S HALL. 


“ A night with Shakespeare and Burns” 
took place here on the 29th December. Mr. 
A. Young, a gentleman who has been giving 
readings from the plays of Shakespeare with 
great success, repeated the same to a full and 
fashionable audience, who listened with pro- 
found attention, and who applauded his exer- 
tions at the end of every act. The night we 
had the pleasure of hearing him he read the 
“ Merchant of Venice” in a manner that 
showed a versatile talent, as he depicted each 
character, both male and female, with a truth- 
fulness of taste and manner not to be described. 
He was ably supported by Mr. Angus Fair- 
bairn, who appeared in Highland costume, 
and who illustrated the Scottish ballads very 
cleverly. He was assisted by the two Miss 
Bennett, whose voices harmonised very 
sweetly in the Scotch duets and trios. It 
proved a most pleasing evening’s entertain- 
ment, and only requires more publicity to be- 
come very popuiar, 





MR. COBDEN AT THE QUEEN'S 





THEATRE, 
To the Editor of Tuk Tugatrican Journat. 


Sir,—Although not one of those who 
seem desirous on the slightest occasion, and 
ofitimes on no occasion whatever, to rush iuto 
print, in order to distinguish myself or clear 
myself from any impuiation, still I hope 
that the occurrences of Thursday (16th ult.), 
my previous position in the amateur theatrical 
world, and my great appreciation of the value 
of the censures and praises of your valued 
journal, may excuse me in once, and I trust 
for the last time, trespassing on the time of 
yourself and vour numerous readers and ad- 
mirers. I have—excuse the egotism—on all 
occasions attempted to the utmost of my 
abilities to present on my benefit nights to 
the public a (to say the least) passable— 
nay, I may say more—a good average 
sample of amateur theatricals; and to that 


former occasiofis succeeded to their satisfac- 
tion. Why, then, you may ask, my very 
apparent failure on the night in question? 
The reasons I will, with your permission, 
as shortly as possible explain :—Fiurst, I was 
playing with a company who were, with one 
exception, entire sirangers to me in the pro- 
fession. I say not this with any inteution to 
throw any amount of disrespect on them, but 
this may be considered as to some extent a 
reason when say that. Second, we had had no 
stage rehearsal, frown no fault on the part of the 
respected proprietor of the Queen’s Theatre, 
but. from reasons entirely beyond my coutrol. 
Thirdly, the front of the house was filled, to 
some extent, by parties, for private reasons, 
animated by the strongest desire for my 
failure, and who exerted themselves in an 
underhand, but still successful, method to 
add to my discomfort. Fourthly, I was up 
to the last moment worried by the failure of 
the word of pretended friends, coupled with 
the open opposition of avowed enemies. [ 
should have passed these affairs over with 
well-inerited silence and contempt, but that, 
from remarks I am continually hearing since 
the performance, I consider it necessary to 
clear my character and reputation from the 
sneers and slurs likely to be hurled at it, and 
know no better method than requesting the 
publication of this in your widely circulated 
journal, Avpologising for the time and space 
[ am thus occupying—I am, &c., 
J. M. Cospen. 





Lucrezia BoretA UNDER DirFicuLTies.—Miss 
Lucy Escott recently sang in “ Lucrezia Borgia,” 
at Hartford, United States, the orchestra consist-. 
ing of a pianoforte, played by Mr. Maeder, of: 
New York. ‘“H.,” the Hartfort correspundent of 
Dwight’s Journal of Music, writes :—“ Poor Mr. 
Maeder put the heroine, Lucrezia, into an ex- 
tremely sorrowful plight, just after her ‘dear son’ 
had expired, from the effects of ‘ pizen,’ by losing 
his place and presence of mind, just at that 
critical period, and not being able to recover either 
of them ; and there she stood, with her face deep 
buried in sorrow and in her hands, waiting for 
the ‘ orchestra’ to strike up, that she might sing 
of her affliction. But the ‘ orchestra’ could not 
find the proper key for her to give vent to her 
feelings, not even after the ‘prompter’ had sung 
out from behind the—platform, ‘ E flat minor.” 
Meantime, all that was mortal of her son ‘ Gen- 
naro’ had quietly departed and went ; and peep- 
ing out from her hands, and seeing no chance for 
‘ E flat minor’ to come to her assistance, Lucrezia 
precipitately rushed from the stage, quickly 
followed by the disconcerted ‘orchestra.’ You 
may well imagine the effect upon the audience of 
such a denouement.” 
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Provincial Cheatricals, 


Lexps.—TxHkatre Royat.—Mr. Pritchard in- 
tends visiting us in the course of a few weeks, 


and producing the pantomime of “Queen Mab,” | 





now performing at Hull. Parncess’s.—Mr. W. 
S. Thorne has produced here the pantomime of 
“Little Jack Horner,” with some very pretty 
scenery, painted by Mr. R. Thorne. Mr. H. 
Loraine (an actor of considerable provincial repu- 
tation) has appeared to advantage in Brutus, 
Ingomar, Claude Melnotte. 


Bristo..—Tagatre.—The new Christmas pan- 
tomime, entitled “ ThejBabes in the Wood,” was 
produced for the first time on Monday with the 
most gratifying success to a house crowded to 
overflowing from floor to ceiling. The dialogue 
smart, the incidents varied, and, above all, the 
scenery really splendid. From the time and atten- 
tion devoted to rehearsals scarcely “a hitch” oc- 
curred at the first representation, and the specta- 
tors were loud in applause as each beautiful or 
comic scene burst upon their gaze. 


Dusiin.—THeaTRE Royat.—On Monday the 
pantomime of “The Sleeping Beauty in the 
Wood” was produced, and eclipsed all Mr. 
Harris’s efforts. The scenery by Mr. William 
Glover (son of Mr. Glover, of the Theatre Royal, 
Glasgow, and pupil of Mr. Beverley) is the best 
we have seen in Dublin for years. The panto- 
mimists are all very clever :—Mr. Powell, Harle- 
quin ; Herr Deani, Clown; Mr. Halford, Panta- 
loon; and Madlles. Marie and Collinson very 
pretty and pleasing as Columbine and Harlequina. 


BikMINGHAM.—THEATRE Royat,—The Christ- 
mas pantomime has been received with an eclat 
which promises well for its continued popularity. 
It is founded upon the story of “ Little Red Riding 
Hood,” who is ably represented by Miss Jessie 
Ryder, scope for humour of the most grotesque 
kind being afforded by Mr. Atkins and Mr. 
Barton. ‘The piece includes some lively music, 
in the singing of which Miss M. Stanley acquits 
herself in a satisfactory way. Signor Guarrino is 
a clever Harlequin, Madlle. Rose not less efficient 
as Columbine, and Mr. A. Nash a creditable Pan- 
taloon. 


MANCHESTER.—THEATRE Royat.—“ Harlequin 
Robin Hood” commenced its career on Monday, 
and, although not appearing to be in every 
respect perfection, there can be no doubt that 
it will prove a popular source of amusement for 
some weeks. The trick of cutting the Harlequin 
to pieces was cleverly executed. The transfor- 
mation scene elicited great admiration, and the 
same may be said of the “ Public Market Place at 
Nottingham,” in which a procession is introduced 
with much effect. The music is excellent, and a 


peal of large steel bells forms a novel accompani- 
ment. Mr. R. Dewhurst is a sharp and droll 
Clown, and he, in conjunction with his partner 
Pantaloon (Mr. W. Mure), extracted from the 
audience frequent laughter and applause. 


| 





Theatical Grssip, 


Messrs. Broapuurst AND Son, Nao’s HEAp, 
JAMES-STREET, CovENT GarpDEN.—It has been a 
custom with the principal actors of Covent 
Garden Theatre to select some particular house 
near the Theatre where they can meet and have 
their letters left. We find the principal members 
of this Theatre have selected the above house 
where their friends can meet them. There is an 
excellent ordinary provided every day at a very 
moderate charge, and the refreshments generally 
are very good. 

MIscELLANEOUS.—The various gratuitous exhi- 
bitions were all numerously attended on Boxing- 
night, and many of them, such as the Pantheon 
Bazaar and the London Crystal Palace, were 
crowded to excess. The National Gallery, in 
Trafalgar-square, was visited by nearly 17,000 
persons. The English portion of the national 
collection and the Vernon Gallery, at Marlborough 
House, Pall Mall, and the Wellington Funeral 
Car in the court-yard, attracted 19,740 persons 
during the day. South Kensington Museum 
and the Sheepshanks Collection were visited by 
several thousand persons; as also the Geological 
Museum, Jermyn-street. The United Service 
Museum, Scotland-yard; the Soane Museum, 
Lincoln’s Inn-fields ; the Museum of the Royal 
College of Surgeons; the East India House 
Museum ; the City Guildhall and Crypt; St. 
Paul’s Cathedral; Westminster Abbey; the 
Monument; the Tower of London, and the 
Thames Tunnel had each their fair share of visitors. 

Dramatic CoLtLtecE.—It will be satisfactory to 
the friends of the drama to know that two distinct 
offers of land have been made to the provisional 
committee of the proposed Dramatic College. 
One plot consists of five acres, situate near the 
Woking station of the London and South-Western 
Railway, and is presented as a free gift. The 
other consists of from five to seven acres, situate 
at Gerrard’s Cross. This is copyhold, but the 
owners of the manorial rights are ready to render 
all the assistance in their power to make it as 
available as if it were freehold. In these cases 
the committee are dealing with parties whose 
promises are to be relied upon. The benefit 
which took place at the Royal Surrey Theatre, 
on Wednesday, 22nd ult., produced about £100. 
Through Mr. Hartley, of Stratford-on-Avon, the 
committee have received £52 15s., the result of an 
amateur performance and some subscriptions. 
Sir William Don has undertaken to send once a 
week, during a period of three months, half the 
receipts of each Friday evening’s performance to 
which he and Lady Don will be entitled, under 
engagements which set aside Friday nights for 
their benefit, and to secure to them aclear moiety 
of the receipts. Other generous offers have also 
been acknowledged. A general meeting of the 
subscribers is to be held at the New Royal 
Adelphi Theatre, on Wednesday, the 12th inst., to 
authorize the committee to accept one or the 
other gifts of land now proposed to them, and at 
the same time to approve other proceedings the 
advanced state of the institution justifies. The 
Era says one of the objects is to procure a Royal 
Charter. 
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THE NEW YEAR. 


Another year its course has run, 
And we are left behind ; 

Have we our heavenly course begun ? 
Are we to wisdom blind? 


If such there are, 1 say, Retrace 
Your backward steps, andtry_ . 
To seek your heavenly Father’s face; 

He’ll hear your feeble cry. 


Repent ye, ere it be too late, 
For now must be the time; 
Else when you’re in a dying state, 
What anguish will be thine! 


Look arouad you; all the changes see 
Wrought by the Almighty hand— 

The drooping flower—the leafless tree— 
The cold and dreary land. 

But soon again the flower and tree 
With gladness will appear ; 

The singing bird, the humming-bee, 
Affirm that summer’s near. 

Then, think you that the God above 
Will not your heart renew? 

Oh, yes! He will, His bounteous love 
He gives to such as you. 

Although your heart as winter be, 
Though it be cold and drear, 

His Spirit he will give to thee 
If you in prayer draw near. 

Oh! let this year produce in you 
A holy, upright mind ; 

That you may be among the few 
Who heavenly wisdom find. 

A. B. H. 





Plays for the People. 
HE PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. [Each 


Play complete for One Penny, with casts of cha- 
racters, &c, 


1 Jack Sheppard 

2 Oliver Twist 

3 Turpin’s Ride 
York 


or 
4 Dombey and Son 
5 Don Cesar de Bazan 
6 Mazeppa; or, the Wild 
Horse of Tartary 
7 The Blood-red Knight 
8 The Dumb Man of 
Manchester 
9 The Miller and his 


en 
10 The Vicar of Wake- 

field 

11 Obi; Three-fin- 
28 Little Dorrit 


gered Jack 
12 Black Beard the Pirate | 29 Herne the Hunter 


Each Play complete for One Penny, or by post 
Twopence, and illustrated with a coloured scene, 
taken during a representation. 


All the above being stereotyped, are never out of 
print. 


13 The Maid and the 
Magpie - 

14 The Rover 

15 Black-eyed Susan 

16 The Corsican Brothers 

17 Minnigrey 

18 The Forty Thieves 

19 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

20 Aziel the Prodigal 

21 The Will and the Way 

22 Susan Hopley 

23 Ada the Betrayed 

24 Blue Beard 

25 The Bottle 

26 Dred 


27 Belphegor 


to 


or, 





London: George Purkess, Compton-street, Soho ; 
and may be had at 16, St. Alban’s-place, Edgeware- 
road, and all Booksellers. 








Just Published, 
“Pifty Years of an Actor's Life.” 


Y WALTER DONALDSON. 
T. A. 


To be had of 
Lacy, Theatrical Bookseller, Strand. 
Price Two-shillings. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION 
At the Baker Street Bazaar. 


ESSRS TUSSAUD fee] it to be their duty to 

RETURN their grateful THANKS to the 
crowds that visited their Exhibition on BOXING- 
DAY, being the greatest attendance they have ever 

d during twenty-four years in Baker-street. The 
most perfect order prevailed, and the day passed off 
as if it had been an assemblage of the highest persons 
in the land. 


Royal Kent Amateur Society, 


NDER the entire Management of Mr. C. F. 
Epmonps, Comedian, and Author of the adap- 
tation of the “ Will and the Way” (produced at the 
Marylebone Theatre, Sept. 18, 1856), “ Temptation,” 
“True and False Heiress,” “ Masks and Faces,” 
“ Flower of the Flock,’ and Author of “ The Battle 
of the Alma” (produced at the Marylebone Theatre 
16th Sept. 1856), “Help for the Turks; or, The 
Horrors of War,’ “Leve, War, Ambition; or, 
Woman’s Hate,” &c., &c. 


Sole Agent, Mr. J. Stanfield, Musicseller, High- 
street, Peckham. 

Secretary, Mr. W. S. Page, 9, Birchin-lane, City. 

Treasurer, Mr. J. Adams, 112, Dorset-street, 
Salisbury-square. 

Committee :—Mr. J. Barnes, Mr. Bye, Mr. Fitz- 
roy, Mr. Thornton. 
{Leader of the Band, Mr. G. Grove, of the Royal 
Dockyard Band. 

Dresser, Mr. J. Wilstone. 


TERMS :— 
Gentlemen’s Entrance Fee......3s. Od. 





q 


Ditto Weekly Subscriptions ..1s. 6d. 
Lad‘es’ Entrance Fee .......... 2s. Od. 
Ditto Subscription .......... ls. 6d. 


he dresses will be found free of all extra 
charge. 

Ladies and Gentlemen wishing to make the stage 
their profession or for pleasure, will find this Society 
worthy of their notice. The members meet one 
poten every week for rehearsal, and a dress re- 
hearsal takes place every three weeks. This Society 
will be under the control of the Manager, assisted by 
a Secretary, Treasurer, and a Committee ;of four, 
chosen from the Society every three months. Every 
lady and gentleman will play a leading part in their 
turn, and each member will be permitted to introduce 
three friends on the dress night. The stage is 70 feet 
by 30 feet, with three dressing-rooms ; front, side, and 
stage ,boxes; saloon, green-room, &c., with thirty 
scenes. 

Parts to be disposed of in “ The Lady of Lyons,” 
« aaa “School for Scandal,” &c., for off 
nights. 

Letters to be addressed (with for reply) to 
Mr. C. F. Edmonds, Author, 7, Park-place Cottages 
Lower Park-road, Peckham. 


Ladies’ Theatrical Wardrobe. 


J Goer begs most respectfully to inform Pro- 
e fessiona) Ladies, Amateurs, and others that 
they may replenish. their Wardrobes with every re- 

uisite, by purchase or hire, at a much less outlay 
than is usual, by going or sending to Scott’s Ladies’ 
Theatrical Costume and Masquerade Warehouse, 13, 
Broad-court, Bow-street, W.C., where may be seen a 
new and useful Stock of Plain and Character Dresses, 
Fancy Costumes, Feathers, Lace, Opera Cloaks, &c., 
&c., which, for quality, make, style, and low price, is 


unequalled. 
Wardrobes Purchased. 








SCOTT, 13, Broad-court, Bow-street. 
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HOLLOWAWY’S OINTMENT. 
Measles. Scarlatina. 


spanse are the first great trials after birth to which | 

our children are obnexious. Both diseases are | 
very infectious, and both require judicious manage- | 
ment. In one the chest, in the other the throat is 
most likely to suffer; but the mother or nurse will 
find in Holloway’s Ointment a sovereign balm for 
these distressing symptoms. When rubbed upon the 
throat, chest, and oy it is absorbed ; the respiration 

comes more tranquil, the cough less troublesome, 
the lips grow less livid, the eye brightens, and the 
countenance loses that anxious gaze, always the fore- 
runner of a serious assault on the constitution and 
nervous system. This invaluable Ointment not only 
cures - urgent symptoms, but dispels all dangerous 
sequel. 





Highbury Barn. 

ARDIN D’HIVER.—Openevery day. Dancing 
e) commences every evening at eight o’clock. A 
Band of Thirty Performers, usical Director, Mr. 
bo Principal Cornet-a-Pistons, Messrs. Spencer 
and Sharpe. 

Admission, 1s.; to the Gardens, before eight 
o’clock, 6d.; and on Sundays, by refreshment 
ticket, 6d. 


THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 

HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Tl Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Keenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 

past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CENERY, Costumes, and every Requisite can be 
obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 
31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 
Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 
that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 
jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 
Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 


OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 

: noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
a from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
ief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
iving a clear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
ts unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ulira in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
ge gue of J. J, Haliday and Co., sole proprietors 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 














niitation. 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 

HE Second Eclectic Dramatic Club is now 
open to receive a few Ladies and Gentlemen as 
Members. An Extra Night on Thursday, January 
6th, 1859. A few characters wanted for the “ Lady 


| of Lyons” and “ Robert Macaire.” Casts to be seen 


at the Hall, 18, Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. 

The First Club will give their next Entertainment on 

Friday, January 7th. Pieces to be{played: “ Still 

— run Deep,” “John Dobbs,” and “ Dream at 
ea.” 


Manager and Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Pro- 
prietor, James Flexman; Costumier, Mr. Harrison, 
31, Bow-street. 





Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street» 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 





A Secret worth Enowing. 


i) R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 

Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shut-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


W. OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
2 4 garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 





IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 


tT CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 


Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 

ADVERTISEMENT ScateE—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d, Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps. 

Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 
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Clerkenwell. 
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